
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Our new event booking system is here! Book and pay for Noosa
Landcare events by clicking here. We hope it will be quick, easy and
clear!  
 
Next LANDCARE LINKUP 2018 Monthly Eco-conversations: 
 

Thursday 19 April, 5-7pm: ‘FRESHWATER ECOLOGY’. Book here. 
Thursday 17 May, 5-7pm: ‘SAVE YOUR SOIL’. Book here.

 
 
 

 
 

Elanda Plains access tracks become streams - March 2017 
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Welcome to our April - May 2018 E-news 
 
Elanda Plains is in the Bag!
by Steve Husband, Projects Manager 
 
Our largest planting project to date – the 30 hectare, 300,000 tree revegetation planting at Elanda
Plains – reached a major milestone on Wednesday 21 March. On that rainy, muggy day the last
remaining unplanted area was planted by four trainees from our Skilling Queenslanders for Work
team. This was their first day planting and the conditions were challenging.
 
Splashing through mud, drenched by showers, accompanied by fish swimming in drains and millions
of cane toadlets, the crew planted the very last tree into unplanted ground just before lunch. Richard
Winter of Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) was there all day to help transport planters,
plants, spades, raincoats and gear in a robust 4WD buggy.
 
Project Manager CO2 Australia worked closely with Noosa and District Landcare Group and
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service to prepare and plant the project site at Elanda Plains near
Lake Cootharaba. Funding for the project came from the Australian Government under the 20 Million
Trees initiative of the National Landcare Programme. Noosa Landcare began planting on the site back
in February 2017 in drought conditions. Along the way there came ex-Cyclone Debbie and other high
rainfall events which made the site inaccessible for weeks at a time.
 
Browsing damage from feral red deer and grey kangaroos saw the deployment of an 800 metre solar-
powered electric fence to protect planted eucalypts in vulnerable parts of the site.
 
Click here for the complete story.

 

Coming up in April and May

With Noosa Landcare: 
 
5-7pm, 19 April: Freshwater Ecology,
monthly eco-conversation with Dr Tim Howell
(Freshwater Ecologist), supported by Phil
Moran, General Manager of Noosa Landcare and
local plant expert. Bookings essential: click here
to book.  
 

Our new Skilling Queenslanders
for Work trainees are diving in
head first!

by Danielle Gilmartin, Skilling Queenslanders for
Work trainee 
 
It's been a busy few weeks working away in this
steamy weather that followed us out of summer.
Since February, Landcare has been guiding nine
new Skilling Queenslanders for Work trainees in
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5.30-8.00pm, 23 April: Keeping it in Kin
Kin Project Update workshop. See flyer for
RSVP and other details.
 
5-7pm, 17 May: Save Your Soil, monthly
eco-conversation with Peter Davies, Associate
Lecturer at University of the Sunshine Coast.
Bookings essential: click here to book. 
 

And beyond:
 
18 April: Climate Policy Forum in Bauple, to
discuss Qld’s climate policies and Qld
Conservation Council input to recommendations
for the State’s next climate Transition Strategy.
 
19 April: Climate Policy Forum in Bundaberg.
All other details as above.
 
22 April: Earth Day.
 
5-7 May: Maleny Wood Expo.
 
11 May, 6pm: “Weddings in The Noosa
Shire Through the Ages” - Noosa Museum
Fundraising Gala Evening with fashion parade
and exhibition. Click here for the flyer.
 
12 May: World Migratory Bird Day.
 
23 May: World Turtle Day. 
 
 
 

this fresh new chapter of 2018. This group
includes eight conservation trainees (four out in
the field and four in the nursery) and one
business administration trainee – that’s me.
 
The group is diverse, with some experienced and
passionate about land management and a few
who run a little ‘greener’ – all in the stead of our
fearless supervisor, Alissa “Liss” George, who
has a great amount to teach from her wealth of
experience in conservation.
 
The crew has settled in well, split between the
field and nursery. The conservation trainees
have been diving head first into their studies,
finding ways to apply them wherever they are.
The nursery team, under the guidance of
Nursery Manager Ered Fox, has been planting
and preparing our stock tirelessly at this busy
time of year, learning much as they go.
 
All of the trainees have had a positive impact
even in a short space of time, helping to
maintain the grounds at the Rural Futures
Centre (RFC) and Nurseries to a great standard.
The field team of four, when not out working
hard on our continuing projects such as the
treatment and restoration of the Noosa North
Shore Beach Camping Grounds, which is steadily
being recovered from very large patches of
weeds, has been lending an extra hand in the
RFC Nursery.
 
Landcare is proud to have taken on a group of
such diligent and bright trainees, and we are
eager to see more of their work show in the
coming months.  
 
 
 

Keeping it in Kin Kin
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by Rachel Lyons, Business Development
Manager 
 
For the last 18 months, Noosa Landcare has
been rolling out phase one of the Keeping it in
Kin Kin Project. The project objectives include
protecting the water quality and soil resources
of the Noosa River system and Kin Kin
Catchment.
 
To be the most efficient in our attempts to
reduce soil erosion in the catchment, we needed
to know precisely where the erosion hot-spots
are, the scale of erosion we were dealing with
and which erosive processes are contributing
most significantly. In partnership with the
Noosa Biosphere Reserve Foundation, Noosa
Council, Healthy Land and Water, Noosa Parks
Association, Noosa Integrated Catchment
Association, Country Noosa, The Thomas
Foundation and the Kin Kin community, funds
were raised to undertake an analysis to answer
these questions.
 
The technology that our steering committee
selected to help answer our questions was
LIDAR technology or Light Detection and
Ranging topographic data. LIDAR is a remote
sensing method where pulsed laser is used to
measure the distance from the laser sensor (in
a plane or drone) to the earth, to create
accurate digital elevation models. Our analysis
involved the comparison of a 2008 dataset to a
2015 dataset to identify areas that have had
elevation change, both positive and negative,
during that time. This analysis identified areas
where soil loss and soil deposition had occurred.
 
The overall result of the analysis was
staggering. The scale of erosion was greater
than we had estimated for the relatively small
(22,000ha) catchment. Over 2.4 million tonnes
of soil was calculated to have been mobilised
between 2008 and 2015. The equivalent of
almost 191,284 large dual-axle soil delivery
trucks of soil or 765 Olympic-sized swimming
pools filled with soil. This valuable soil is moving
through our farms, down the catchment and
into the Noosa River system.
 
We now have a better understanding of the
sites where we are seeing the greatest soil
movement occurring and the types of erosive
processes involved. Landslips, gully and riparian
erosion are the predominant processes
occurring, much of which is the legacy of
vegetation clearing of very steep slopes at the
turn of last century and continuing unstable

We have vacated the premises –
attention, we have vacated the
premises

by Kim Maddison, Administration Manager 
 
An update on the Admin Team and Resource
Centre ...
 
The Admin team has been presenting as the
frontline of Noosa Landcare since the group
started over 25 years ago.  The little building
known as the Resource Centre, located next to
the Art Gallery in the main street of Pomona, is
the former Skyring Creek school building.  This
office has been providing information to our
community on all things environmental, while
simultaneously managing the retail nursery and
paying suppliers, invoicing clients, preparing HR
contracts and new policies, managing payroll
and liabilities, tracking and analysing financial
reports, welcoming members, managing website
and promotional activities, and providing admin
support to the Noosa Landcare organisation as a
whole.
 
For some time we have recognised that the
Resource Centre was not making the best use of
its space for community engagement and
resourcing.  With the building set up to
accommodate office workers, we felt the
ambience was not particularly welcoming to
visitors.  At the same time, due to the increase
in demand for plants and memberships, the
admin workflow and customer response times
were adversely impacted.  We wanted to provide
a better space for employees and guests, while
also supporting a leaner, efficient approach to
administration for the group.  Therefore, after a
couple of years of planning, part of the admin
team relocated to the Futures Centre in January
2018. 
 
What does this mean exactly?  Well, for now
Margie is staying at the Resource Centre
managing the membership database and
promotional aspects of Noosa Landcare.   You
will see her on a Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday.  Jo, Kali and Danielle will be helping out
with enquiries and plant sales and you will catch
them on a Tues to Friday 9.30am to 3.30pm or
Saturday mornings 9am to 12.00.  Sometimes
Ered or Owen will be in the nursery on a
Saturday morning.  Exciting plans are afoot for a
new and improved Community Space at this site
but these will not be visible for a while yet.  The
phone number for this office is 07 5485 2468.



gully and riparian areas. 
 
Click here for the complete story. 

 
Trish Bignall and Kim Maddison are now based at
the Futures Centre in the downstairs office,
undertaking the administrative and financial
management for Noosa Landcare.  If you need
to speak to either one of us we can be reached
on 07 5485 2468. 

 

Native Plant of the Month 
 
Ficus rubiginosa (Family: Moracaea) 
(Family: Moracaea) 
(Pron: FY-cuss roo-big-uh-NO-sah) 
Bushtucker tree 
Rock fig, Rusty fig, Port Jackson fig 
 
A small rainforest tree up to 15m tall, up to 30m in a rainforest
setting, this is the hardiest of the native figs. It is often low and
spreading and is hardy in various conditions, sun or partial shade.
It grows mainly on rocky sites with the roots spreading over the
rock surface, penetrating cracks and crevices where the soil has
collected. 
 
The green, leathery leaves are 6-9cm long, dark green above and
yellowish to grey-green beneath. Unlike most fig species, the
flower is inside the fruit and is pollinated by a species of native
wasp which spends most of its life cycle inside the fig. The edible
fruit has a warty surface, and is yellow through to red when ripe.
Appearing mainly from March to July. It is eaten by many species of
bird. 
 
This tree is a manageable size for the home garden, as long as the
root system is kept away from likely trouble spots. 
 
We currently have Ficus rubiginosa in stock. Click here for our
nursery opening hours and current Available Species List. 

Weed of the Month 
 
Oxalis debilis var. corymbosa 
Pink shamrock 
 
This weed is not a ‘biggie’ compared to some of the other weeds
you read about in this space! However it is worth being aware of,
as it can be difficult to eradicate once established.
 
Native to South America, Oxalis debilis var. corymbosa is regarded
as a minor environmental weed in Queensland, and as a ‘sleeper
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weed’ in other parts of Australia. It is widely naturalised in most
states. It is a common weed of gardens and lawns and can also be
found through bush sites in urban or farming communities.
 
The leaves are borne on long stalks that appear from an
underground bulb and are made up of three heart-shaped leaflets
up to 45mm long. The pink or mauve flowers have five petals up
to 20mm long and appear in clusters at the end of long stalks.
Fruit rarely appears.
 
Reproduction is from the underground bulb or bulblets.
 
Control: You’ll need patience and persistence! Click here for an
informative link to a range of methods, non-chemical
(weeding/digging, smothering or vinegar solution) and chemical
(weed killer). 
 
 
 
 

 
s

 
© Copyright 2018   Landcare Noosa and District 
All Rights Reserved   http://www.noosalandcare.org   info@noosalandcare.org

 

 
You are receiving this newsletter because you subscribed to our Newsletter.
Unsubscribe instantly. Add "admin@noosalandcare.org" to address book.

http://noosalandcare.createsend1.com/t/r-l-jyjjpud-l-v/
http://noosalandcare.createsend1.com/t/r-l-jyjjpud-l-e/
http://noosalandcare.createsend1.com/t/r-l-jyjjpud-l-s/
mailto:info@noosalandcare.org
http://noosalandcare.createsend1.com/t/r-u-jyjjpud-l-jh/

