CAPABILITY STATEMENT

NOOSA & DISTRICT LANDCARE GROUP INC
PO Box 278
Pomona Qld 4568
ABN: 73 315 096 794
Tel : 07 5485 2468
Fax: 07 5485 0413
Email: admin@noosalandcare.org
www.noosalandcare.org

OFFICES
Resource Centre
Station St, Pomona Qld 4568
Rural Futures Centre
65 Pavilion St, Pomona Qld 4568

NURSERIES
Retail Nursery (open to public)
Station St, Pomona Qld 4568
Wholesale Nurseries (closed to public)
Rural Futures Centre Nursery
Pavilion St, Pomona Qld 4568
Riparian Nursery (closed to public)
Yurol Forest Drive, Pomona Qld 4568

Profile of Organisation
Noosa & District Landcare is a dynamic and
proactive organisation committed to achieving
long term environmental outcomes.
With over 20 years experience in vegetation
management and horticulture, we provide a
diverse range of services including carbon
offsets, ecosystem restoration, native forest
establishment and environmental property
consultancy.
Our strong environmental ethic and ability to
deliver quality results, starting from project
proposal stage through to implementation and
post implementation maintenance, is widely
recognised.
We integrate training and education into
everything we do by providing vocational and
technical training and community awareness
raising programs.
We work directly with landholders, local, state
and federal government, private investors,
schools, universities and catchment care
groups in the Burnett, Mary and Sunshine
Coast regions. We deliver presentations and
workshops both locally and interstate.
Whilst operating primarily at a grass roots
level, Noosa & District Landcare also
contributes at a strategic planning level on
matters of state and national significance.

Since its inception in 1991, Noosa & District
Landcare has been operating as a not for profit
organisation. Surpluses from commercial
activities are used to fund community
education programs.

Our Aims
To PROMOTE the value, protection and
rehabilitation of the Noosa Biosphere and
Sunshine Coast Region
To ENCOURAGE the adoption of best
management practices and sustainable land
uses
To ASSIST in the preservation of water
quality and ecosystem health in the region
To CREATE productive and biodiverse
landscapes capable of supporting future
generations
To EDUCATE and raise awareness
through community programs, workshops
and traineeships

Products and Services

Bushland and riparian revegetation
Weed control and management
Carbon and environmental offsets

CONTRACT SERVICES

Our commercial
conservation services arm undertakes services
consistent with the Landcare ethic and
operates on a fee for service basis.

Maintenance and monitoring
Native forest establishment

Fauna and Flora Surveys
Site visits
Property management plans

CONSULTANCY

Our native vegetation
specialists offer advice on property
management
and
compliance
with
government regulations.

Ecological restoration plans
Pest management plans
Compliance and waterway condition reporting

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Plant identification courses
Technical and vocational training
Community workshops
School visits and field days

Noosa
& District Landcare offers both accredited and
non-accredited courses and traineeships. We
support schools, pre-schools and universities
with hands on learning experiences.

Products and Services

PLANT SALES

Our wholesale and retail
nurseries cater for small gardens and large
scale revegetation projects.

100,000 tubestock per year
Over 130 species
Endemic seed collection

PROJECT COORDINATION

Our staff
are experienced and qualified in proposal
preparation, stakeholder consultation and
project administration.

Applied research
Community liaison
Grant applications and tenders
Multi-stakeholder projects

WATER QUALITY TESTING

Noosa &
District Landcare’s
Waterwatch program
supports volunteers with resources, training
and equipment.

Physical, chemical and biological indicators
Ecosystem health assessments
Aquatic macroinvertebrate surveys
Interpretation and data collection

Projects
BLACK MOUNTAIN RANGE

MILL PLACE & COOROY LIBRARY PRECINCT

Catchment Project

Landscape Restoration

2005—2008

1998—2014

This project addressed creek condition at a local
level and connectivity of areas of significant
environmental value at a regional level. Over
50,000 endemic trees were planted across five
catchments of the upper Mary River Catchment.
Phyllitic shales predominated the upper
catchment with alluvial deposits in the lower
catchment.

This series of riparian restoration projects began
with the treatment of Camphor laurels along
Cooroy Creek next to the Soccer Grounds, and
was followed by the progressive revegetation and
riparian buffering of Cooroy Creek near the Scout
Hall, Tennis Club and Lower Mill Site.

In total, 25 hectares of invasive plants were
eradicated; 11.2 kilometres of stream bank was
rehabilitated; and 38 hectares of riparian
vegetation were rehabilitated. 16 voluntary
conservation agreements were successfully
negotiated. Over 150 private landholders were
engaged in active restoration of their properties.
Early detection and treatment of aquatic weeds
occurred in two water courses and three dams.

During this 16 year period, Noosa Landcare has
planted over 12,000 tubestock along a two
kilometre stretch of Cooroy Creek, creating a
resilient ecosystem capable of buffering
pollutants and absorbing disturbance. Since 2009,
Noosa & District Landcare has collaborated with
landscape architects, Cooroora Woodworkers
Club, the Lower Mill Site Working Group and
Council to plant up the rock drain and Mary River
Road entrance to Cooroy, selecting plant species
that would provide ecological values without
detracting from the library precinct design
concept. Noosa & District Landcare’s bank
stabilisation and riparian revegetation now
extends to behind Ritek and Marara Street. Since
2014, this project has received additional support
from Seqwater.

“Noosa Council has worked in
partnership with Noosa Landcare for
many years and the outcomes at
the
Cooroy
Creek
Bushland
Reserve have proven the great value
in this partnership.”
Michael
Lyons,
Noosa
Council
Natural Areas Manager

Projects
NOOSA HILLS
RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION
Revegetation Project
2006 - 2008
To fulfill Council’s prerequisite for a residential
subdivision, Noosa & District Landcare was
contracted by landscape architects to conduct
weed control and revegetation. The dominant
ecosystem type was gallery rainforest /notophyll
vine forest on hillslope and alluvial plain.
In total, 5,600 tubestock were planted with
1,200 Lomandra at 75cm spacings over a 240
metre stretch of creek bank and 4,400 local
provenance tubestock at 2 metre spacings.
Approximately 0.5 hectares of Lantana was
mechanically removed before planting using a
bobcat with a front mounted mulching unit.
Pulverized Lantana was redistributed as mulch.
During site preparation, a great deal of care was
taken to ensure that existing native plants were
retained to encourage natural recruitment. This
improved the overall outcome by increasing
both the structural and biodiversity values of the
site. By the end of the two year maintenance
period, the site had undergone an incredible
transformation from a grassy clearing to a
complex, stratified forest.

“What this project achieved in
terms of community synergies
and knowledge sharing exceeded
all expectations.”
Professor Neil Tindale, University
of the Sunshine Coast

DETERMINING THE RESILIENCE OF THE
UPPER NOOSA RIVER
Environmental Monitoring
2010 - 2012
This study, commissioned by the Sunshine Coast
Council, brought together local knowledge from
the community and Elanda Point National Park
rangers with scientific expertise from the
University of the Sunshine Coast, the University
of Queensland and the Australian Institute of
Nuclear Science and Engineering.
The study took a closer look at how sediments
and nutrients are delivered to and cycled within
Lake Cootharaba. In-stream monitoring, sediment
profiling and lead-210 dating were combined to
provide an insight to past and present processes.
A bathymetric survey of the lake was conducted
and a three-dimensional hydrodynamic ELCOM
model was developed to improve our
understanding of residence time and sediment
loading.

Projects
BELLBIRD HOMESTEAD
SUSTAINABLE FARM
Supporting a Primary Producer

“Noosa Landcare has been great, as
we wanted to see this degraded old
dairy farm returned to a beautiful
revegetated property. A job like this
requires help to become a reality.
Now the spin-off for wildlife and the
environment will be of benefit to all.”
Robin Yates, landholder.

2007—2014
Bellbird Homestead property owners, Dick and
Kim Barnes, have worked hard to create good
pastures, healthy soils and the right balance of
forest and grasses. In collaboration with Noosa
Landcare, Mary River Catchment Coordinating
Committee and Burnett Mary Regional Group,
they have converted 400 acres of hill pastures and
170 acres of river flats into a sustainable primary
production enterprise. Practice changes include:


matching stocking rates to carrying capacity
of paddocks



restoring sensitive ecosystems and planting
2000 trees;



installing 9 km of fencing, 1 km of pipe, 15
troughs, 5 tanks, and 3 pumps



conducting a baseline water quality study
and monitoring to assess changes;



introducing the biological control agent to
help control Cat’s Claw Creeper

A carbon sequestration environmental offset
project has also been initiated with Ecofund and
Balance the Earth Trust which will see 12,000
trees planted over 12 hectares. This will not only
provide long-term carbon storage to mitigate
global warming, but will have multiple benefits
for
ecosystem resilience, biodiversity and
landscape connectivity.

CARBON SEQUESTRATION
& BIODIVERSITY
Landholder & Industry Partnerships
2010 —2014
Noosa Landcare is increasingly helping rural land
holders identify carbon farming opportunities
that have both economic and ecological benefits.
Noosa Landcare also assists organisations to
meet their corporate social responsibility goals
and sustainability charters.
This Energex Carbon Sequestration project was
conducted in partnership with landowners Robin
and Rose Yates. More than 10,000 endemic
trees were planted to enhance the gallery
rainforest and wet sclerophyll habitat along Six
Mile Creek in Pomona. This type of carbon
mitigation initiative is used by Energex to offset
emissions from their fleet of cars and trucks.

:

Equipment / Resources
OFFICE

FIELD
Trailers
4WD Vehicles
Wash down facility
Shipping container
Tool shed
Rapid spray fire fighter units
Aqua spears
Water tanks (600L)
Pumps
Chainsaws

Brushcutters
Self propelled mowers
Knapsacks
First aid kits
Soil test kits
Water quality multi probes
Hydraulic loppers
Hand lens
Aquatic macro-invertebrate
sampling nets

Conference and Meeting Facility
Computers and laptops
ArcGIS 10
Overhead projector
Digital cameras
Hand held GPS
Printer / Copier / Scanner
Fax
Resource Library
(over 1,000 publications)

Industry Partners

Australian Government
Australian Wetlands
Burnett Mary Regional Group
CSIRO
Department of Main Roads
Ecofund Queensland
Energex Ltd
Goorie Vision
GVEHO
Maroochy Landcare

Mary River Catchment
Coordinating Committee
Mary Valley Timbers
Noosa Biosphere Ltd
Noosa Council
Noosa Integrated Catchment
Association
NSW Department of Primary
Industries
Queensland Government

Richmond Birdwing
Constitution Network
SEQ Catchments Ltd
Seqwater
Sunshine Coast Council
University of the Sunshine
Coast
University of Queensland
Over 100 Private Investors

Staff Profiles
PHILLIP MORAN, General Manager
(Aquatic Macrophyte Trainer, Regional
Ecosystem
Assessor,
Diploma
in
Conservation and Land Management, Cert
IV Workplace Training and Assessment) is a
respected local biodiversity expert. With
more than 30 years experience, he is
trusted by private and public landholders to
provide sound advice on conservation,
property planning, restoration
and
sustainable land use. He is a charismatic
educator who has inspired many school and
university students and has dedicated many
hours to supporting trainees, Community
Jobs program participants and Green Army
teams. He has also established a Nature
Refuge in Cooran.
PAUL SPRECHER, Contracts Manager (Dip
Project Management, Dip Conservation and
Land Management) has 20 years experience
in natural resource management. What
started as a passion for conservation led
him to acquire and transform his rural Land
For Wildlife property.

AARON BRUNTON, Nurseries and Contracts
Manager (Dip Conservation and Land
Management, ACDC) manages the nurseries
and contract services arm and is currently
doing an Environmental Science degree at the
University of the Sunshine Coast.
KIM MADDISON, Administration Manager,
(Cert IV Business Administration, Dip
Conservation and Land Management, Cert IV in
Workplace Assessment and Training) manages
the accounts and administration department.
TRISH BIGNALL, Administration Officer,
owned and operated an engineering business
in Sydney for many years and has held key
bookkeeping positions in a number of wellknown businesses.
MARGIE
COSGRAVE,
Administration
Assistant, (BA, Grad Dip Office Management,
Cert III in Education Support) has 15 years
experience in the not-for-profit sector and has
worked as a farmer and teacher aide.
VANESSA MOSCATO, Program Support
Officer, (BSc, PDC, Cert III Water Quality
Monitoring, Cert IV Conservation and Land
Management) provides support for a range of
catchment projects and is responsible for data
analysis, reporting, mapping, project proposals
and application writing.

WENDY MAY, Noosa Bushland Care
Program Coordinator (Dip Horticulture, Cert
III
Water
Quality Monitoring, Dip
Conservation and Land Management, ACDC)
is passionate about working with the
community on grass roots conservation and
sustainability
projects.
ANITA RUSSELL, Waterwatch Coordinator
and Program Support Officer (BSc Marine
Biology, M Env Management ) coordinates a
volunteer water quality monitoring program
and supports environmental restoration
projects and contracts with GIS, grant
applications and workshops.
AIMEE ROIL, Nursery Supervisor and
NRM Crew, (Cert III Horticulture) is
currently expanding her native plant
knowledge at an exponential rate as our
nursery supervisor.
DARRIN BARDEN, NRM Crew Supervisor,
(Chainsaw licence, ACDC) has been
working with Conservation Services for
over ten years, and has acquired
specialised skills in environmental
restoration, plantation establishment and
crew management.

DYLAN D’ANGIO, NRM Crew Supervisor,
(Chainsaw licence, ACDC licence, Cert III
Horticulture) has over eight years experience
in managing environmental rehabilitation
projects.
CHARLIE SPARKS, NRM Crew Supervisor,
(Chainsaw licence, ACDC) has extensive
experience in sustainable forestry and broadscale weed control.
GEOFF HACK, NRM Crew Supervisor, (ACDC,
Chainsaw licence) has 20 years experience
specialising in fencing, timber and weed
control, and forestry.
RAE O’FLYNN, NRM Crew Supervisor, (Dip
Conservation and Land Management) is
studying Environmental Science at the
University of the Sunshine Coast.
KYLE SANDERSON, Bushland Care Program
Support and NRM Crew Supervisor (B Env
Science, ACDC) enjoys working within the
local environment. His interests lie in
environmental education and awarenessraising.
CATRINA SAMSON, MELVINA OSBORNE and
LYN HARM work in our nurseries assisting with
propagation, volunteer supervision, plant sales
and orders.

To order native plants
Email: admin@noosalandcare.org
Phone: (07) 5485 2468
or go to
www.noosalandcare.org
and click on Plant Sales.

